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TEST FLAG RESULT REFERENCE RANGE UNIT

ADAMTS13 Activity 120 40-130 %

Clinical Comment: There were normal levels of ADAMTS13 activity detected.  FFP administration,
plasmapheresis and corticosteroids prior to sample collection may mask deficient states.  Thrombotic
Thrombocytopenic Purpura (TTP) has been associated with a severe deficiency, defined as less than 5 -
10% ADAMTS13 activity in most patients.

Patients suspected of having TTP that have ADAMTS13 Activity levels above 5% may have another
thrombotic microangiopathy (TMA) such as atypical Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome (aHUS).  Ordering the
aHUS Genetic Panel (48-hour STAT turnaround time) may be warranted.  Clinical correlation is
recommended.  If you would like us to proceed with this additional testing, please phone the lab at 510-
839-5600.

The assay for ADAMTS13 Inhibitor is not indicated if this is a pretreatment sample.

For additional consultation, please phone our hematologist medical director, Dr. Brad Lewis, at 510-334-
6526.
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ADAMTS13 Inhibitor Negative Negative Interpretation

Comment: No inhibitor was detected.  The strength of an inhibitor could be affected by partial treatment.

Low ADAMTS13 activity levels along with negative ADAMTS13 inhibitor results are consistent with
congenital TTP.  In cases of TTP presenting in pregnancy, the likelihood of having a congenital form is
much higher (24% in the French TMA National Registry and 66% in the UK TTP Registry) than expected
in adulthood-onset TTP in general (<5%). ADAMTS13 gene sequencing may be warranted for
confirmation.

In rare cases, patients with acquired TTP may have antibodies against ADAMTS13 that result in increased
clearance of ADAMTS13 but do not functionally inhibit ADAMTS13 activity.  Ordering the ADAMTS13
Antibody assay may be warranted to detect these non-inhibitory antibodies.

Patients suspected of having TTP that have ADAMTS13 Activity levels above 5% may have another
thrombotic microangiopathy (TMA) such as atypical Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome (aHUS).  Ordering the
aHUS Genetic Panel (48-hour STAT turnaround time) may be warranted.

Clinical correlation is recommended.  If you would like to order follow-up testing, please phone the lab at
510-839-5600.

For additional consultation, please phone our hematologist medical director, Dr. Brad Lewis, at 510-334-
6526.
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